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DOCTRINE. 





WE wish just to mention that those who are but lit- 
tle acquainted with the controversy concerning the A- 
tonement, may not, at firet cast understand the right 
meaning of the author of the following ; they are there- 
fore requested to give ita careful perusal. ‘Those who 
have read much on the subject will see at once the re- 
lation of the arguments to the subject. We have one 
request to make viz. that should any one see any ma- 
terial defect in the learned Dr’s. arguments, that they 
would favour us with an exposure of the errors. 





From Dr. Priestley’s Corruptions of Christianaty. 
wens 
DQCTRINE OF ATONEMENT. 
That Christ did not die to make satisfaction for the 
sins of men. 

Ir is hardly possible not to suspect the truth 
of this doctrine of atonement, when we consid- 
er that the general maxims to which it may be 
-educed, are no where laid down or asserted, in 
the scriptures, but others quite contrary to them. 

It is usual with the sacred writers, both of the 
Old and New Testament, to assign the reasons 
of such of the divine proceedings respecting the 
human race, as are more difficult to be com- 
prehended, and the necessity and propriety of 
which are not very obvious, and might be liable 
*> he called in question. Such is the divine con- 
descension, to the weakness, short-sightedness, 
and even the perverseness of men. He is will- 
ine that we should be satisfied that all his ways 
are equal. that they are all just, reasonable, and 
expedient, even in cases where our concern ip 
‘hem is not very apparent. Much more, then, 
might we expect an explanation of the divine 
measures, when the very end which is answer- 
ed by them is lost if we do not enter into the 
reasons of them, as is evidently the case with 
respect to the doctrine of atonement; since 





the proper end of the measures which this opin- 
on represents the divine Being to have taken, | 
was the display of his justice, and of his abhor- | 
-ence of sin, to the subjects of his government. 
It is not surprising then, that, in all the books, 
of scripture, we no where find the principle on 
which the dectrine of atonement is founded.— | 
For though the sacred writers often speak of 
the malignant nature of sin, they never goa 
single step farther, and assert, that ‘it is of so 
heinous a nature, that God cannot pardon it! 
without an adequate satisfaction being made to} 
his justice, and the honor of his laws and gov- | 
ernment.” Nay, the contrary sentiment occurs} 
every where, viz. that repentance and good. 
life are, of themselves sufficient to recommend | 
us io the divine favour. Notwithstanding so} 
many notorious sinners, particular persons aud | 
whole nations, are addressed by inspired per- 
sons, and their conduct strongly remonstrated 
against in the course of sacred history, nove of 
them are ever directed to any thing farther 
than their own hearts and lives. ‘ Returo unto 
me, and J will retarn unto you,” is the substance 
of ail they say upon these occasions. 
Certainly, then, we ought to suspend our as 
sent to a doctrine of this importapt natur 





which no person can pretend to deduce excep: 


by way of inference from particular expressions, 
which have much the air of figure and allusion. 
On the other hand, it seems natural to explain 
a few obscure expressions and passages, by oth- 


er numerous, plain and striking texts, relating | 


to the same subject ; and these aniformly rep- 


resent God as our universal parent, pardoning 


sinners freely, that is, from his natural goodness 
and mercy, whenever they truly repent and re- 
form their lives. 

All the declarations of divine mercy are made 
without reserve or limitation to the truly peni- 
tent, through all the books of scripture, without 
the most distant hint of any regard being had to 
the sufferings or merit of any being whatever. 
It is needless to quote many examples of this. 


One only, and that almost the first that occurs, 


may suffice. It is the declaration that God made 


to Moses, presently after the Israelites had sin- 
ned in making the golden calf. Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7, 
** And the Lord passed by before him, and pro- 
claimed the Lord, the Lord God, merciful, long 


suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, keep- 
ing mercy for thousands,forgiving iniquity,trans- 
gression and sin.” In the New Testament also 


we are said to be justified freely by the grace of 


God. Rom. iii. 24. ‘Tit. iii.7. Now, certainly, 


if the favour had been procured by the sufler- 


ing of another person, it could not have been 
said to be bestowed freely. 

Agreeably to this, David, and ether pious per- 
sons in the Old Testament, in their penitential 
addresses to the divine Being, never plead any 
t! ing more than their own repentance, and the 
free mercy of God. Thus David, Psl. xxv. 6; 
* Remember, O Lord, thy tender mercies, and 


thy loving kindness, for they have been ever of 
Remember not the sins of my youth nor | 


old. 
my transgressions; according to thy mercy re- 
member thou me,for thy goodness sake, O Lord.” 

If the doctrine of atonement be true, it can- 
not, however, be pretended that David, or any 
other pious person in the Old Testament, was 
at ali acquainted with it; and therefore the be- 


i lief of it cannot be necessary to salvation, or in- 


deed of much consequence. Had this doctrine 
on which so much stress is now laid, been true. 
we should have expected that Job, David, He- 
zekiah. Nehemiah, and Daniel, should have 
been reproved whenever they presumed to 
mention their integrity before God, and took re- 
fuge in his mercy only, without interposing the 
sufferings or merits of the Messiah to mediate 
forthem. Also, some strong clauses should have 
been annexed to the absolute and unlimited de- 
clarations of the divine mercy that are so fre- 
quent in the Old Testament, which would have 
restrained and fixed their meaning, in order to 
prevent the dangerous constructions to which 
‘ey are now too much open. 
indeed, admitting the popular doctrine of a- 
onement, the whole of the Old Testament is 
‘nronghout,s most unaccountable book, and the 
religion it exhibits is defective in the mosi es- 
‘tial article. Also the Jews m our Saviour’s 
ime had certainly no idea of this doctrine. If 
they had, they would have ex; ccted a suffering 
ind not a triumphant Messiah 
With respect to foigiveness of injuries, the 
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| divine Betg always proposes his own conduct 
to our imitation; and in the Lord’s prayer we 
are required ‘to forgive others, as we hope to 
be forgiven ourselves.” Now it is certainly re- 
quired of us, that if our brother only repent, we 
shall forgive him, even though he should repeat 
his offence seven times a day. Luke xvii, 4.— 
On the same generous maxim, therefore, we 
cannot but conclude that the divine Being acts 
towards us, 

The parables, by which our Lord represents 
the forgiving mercy of God, are the farthest pos- 
sible from being calculated to give us an idea 
of his requiring any thing more than merely re- 
pentance on the part of the offender. What 
else can we infer from the parable of the prod- 
igal son, or the master whose servant owed him 
a thousand pounds, &c. , 
_ lf our Lord had considered the Jews as hav- 
ing lost sight of the fundamental principle of 
their religion, he would certainly have pointed 
it out to them, and have drawn their attention 
toit. If, therefore, the proper end of his com- 
ing into the world had been to make satisfaction 
to the justice of God by his death (which cer- 
tainly they who did not expect a suffering Mes- 
siah could have no idea of ) he would have tak- 
en some opportunity of explaining it to them. 
But nothing of this kind occurs in the whole 
course of his preaching; and though he fre- 
quently speaks of his death, it is never as hav- 
ing had such an end. 

Our Lord speaks of repentance, of good works, 
and of the mercy of God in the very same strain 
with that of Moses and the prophets, aud with- 
out giving any intimation that their doctrine was 
defective on those heads. In his account of the 
proceedings of the day of judgment, the right- 
yeous are represented as thinking humbly of 
themselves, but they never refer themselves to 
the sufferings or merit of their judge, as the 
ground of their hopes; though nothing can be 
conceived to have been more natural, and per- 
tinent on the occasion. 

Whenever our Lord speaks of the object of his 
mission, and death, as he often does, it is either 
in a more general way, as for the salvation of 
the world, to do the will of God, to fulfil the 
scripture prophesies,&c.or more particularly te 
give the fullest proof of his mission by his res- 
urrection from the dead, and an assurance of a 
similar resurrection of all his followers. He 
also compares his being raised upon the cross te 
ithe elevation of the serpent in the wilderness, 
and to seed buried in the ground, as necessary 
‘to its future increase. But all these represeu- 
| tations are quite foreign to any thing in the doc- 
'trine of atonement. 

When our Lord takes so much pains to re- 
iconcile the apostles to his death, in several dis- 
courses, of which we have a particular account 
in the gospel of John, he never tells them that 
‘he must die in order té procure the pardon of 
‘their sins; nor do we find the least hint of it in 
his solemn intercessory prayer before his death. 
| On the contrary, be speaks of their’ sufferings 
‘and death i the same light as his own. To 

James and John he says, ye shall, indeed, be hap- 
ytized with my baptism,and drink of the cup whichT 
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drink of Mark x. 38. And he recommends his 
own example to them, in laying down his life , 
tor them, John xv. 12. 

After he is risen from the dead, he meepe the: 
same profound silence on the subject of the sup- 
posed true and only great canse of his death ; 
and as little do we find of it in the his story of the } 
book of Acts. after the minds of the apostles 


were fully illuminated with the knowledge of: 
They only “call upon all men ev-; 


the gospel. 
ery where to repent and believe the gospel, for 
the remission of their sins.” 

The apostle Peter, in his discourse to the Jews 
immediately after the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
and again in the temple, upon the cure of the 
impotent man, paints in the blackest colours the 
sin of the Jews in crucifying our Lord; but 
though he exhorts them to repentance, he says 
not one word of satisfaction, expiation or atone- 
ment, to allay any apprehension they might have 
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son. We, also say, (without meaning any disrespect, ) 


ee 


ithe doctrine of universal salvation, till the publication 
, of the wicked letter. 
We, also owe it to justice, and to truth, and to the 
character of the Rey. Dr. Paris, to declare, that he 
never visited E. Willet during her sickness, for which 
he had good reason, as she had Jong attended public 
worship with the Baptists, and never requested prayers 
in his congregation. All which we are ready to testily. 
| JEREMIAH POOR, 
ENOCH POOR, 
ELIZABETH POOR, 
MEHETABEL POOR. 


FOR THE 
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of the divine justice. Anda fairer opportunity 
he could not have wished to introduce the sub- 
ject. How fine a turn might he have then giv- 
en to the popular cry of the same nation, at the 
time of our Lord’s crucifixion, his blood be on us 
and on our children. Instead of this, he only ex- 
horts them to repent, and to believe that Jesus: 
was the Messiah, for the remission of their sins. | 
What he says concerning the death of Christ, is. 
only that he was delivered to them by the deterini- 
nate council and foreknowledge of God, and that | 

with wicked hands they had put him to death. Acts) 
ii. 23. iii. 17. 

Stephen, in his long speech at his trial, makes 
frequent mention of the death of Christ, but he 
says not one word of his being a propitiation for 
sin, to lead his hearers to consider it in that light. | 


emeesoe & eae 


(CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT.) 
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ELIZA W—S LETTER. 


BYFievp, May 2, 1820. 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 


WHO HOLD FORTH TO THE PEOPLE THAT THE FATHER 
OF OUR SPIRITS DESIGNS THE ENDLESS TORMENT 
OF A LARGE PORTION OF THE HUMAN FAMILY. 

No. VI. 

Rev. Srrs,—As you insist on the necessity of hold- ; 
‘ing up to the people this most shocking doctrine, ip or- | 
der, as you say, to prevent vice and immorality, and’ 
continually exclaim against the idea that God will have 
mercy on al] men finally, as a doctrine of immoral, vi- 
cious, and irreligious tendency, | have a desire to call 
your attention to a consideration of this great subject, 
by way of a candid inquiry. 1 am disposed to ask, 
whether your acquaintance with human nature, your 
discernment of those very nice and curiously organized 
by which the heart is actuated, the affections 


springs, 


|moved, hopes excited, and profitable fears alarmed ful- 


ly justifies your pretensions, that the cause of virtue, 
morality, and religion can be promoted by no means so 
well as by a belief that our heavenly Father has, from 
al] eternity, predestinated a large portion of the haman 
family to a state of endless misery? What connection, 
Rev. Sirs, can you see bet» 
aim at and the means which you so zealously use to 
promote this object? You lay it down as an unaltera- 

le decree of heaven, that millions and millions of the 
human race shall be forever and eternally miserable.— 
Now suppose I believe what you say, what effect can 





Rev. Srr,—Mr. French having at last given us the 
name of a real person, I am relieved from the fask of 


proving a negatire, or of repelling aspersions merely by | 


the strength of my own veracity, though I owe it to! 
myself, as well as to your liberal candour, to acknowl- | 
edge, that you gave my word. al] the credit, which it | 
could deserve. If you will have the goodness to pub- | 
lish the following Certificate, from the respectable fam- 
ily where Exiza Wier died; I think it will put the 
auestion at a perpetual rest, though it still leaves the 
srigin of the letter in mysterious darkness, which the 
jirst publisher will doubtless fee] bound to develop. 
From Your's, &c. 
ELIJAH PARISH. 


CERTIFICATE. 
By FIELD, ArRiL 25, 1820. 

Having seen in several publications a Letter pur- 
porting to be written by E. Willet, dated Jan. 1, 1818, 
and who died in our family Jan. 4, 1818, we take the 
Iiberty to certify, that she was never refused the use of 
‘*pen nor paper,” that during her confinement, of a- 
bout four weeks, so violent was her disorder, tliat she 
was wholly incapable of writing or reading. We have 
therefore, the greatest possible reason to say the letter 
is acrue] forgery. So constantly were some of the 
family about her, that we think it no presumption 
to challenge any person to produce a letter in her 
hand writing, dated Jan.1, 1818. That day, we 
distinctly recollect, she was so extremely low, as to be 
incapable ef any exertion, being lifted by two persons 
from one bed to another, and entirely bereft of her rea- 





c| this have on my moral conduct? 


If 1 am reconciled to 
| this decree of God I am perfectly willing that all should 
be eternally miserable who are predestinated to this 
/end; even if I am doomed to this end, | am perfectly 
' willing to meet my fate ; but ! cannot bring it about by 
| being moral. If] am the most moral, the most virtu- 
| ous,and the most religious man living, I cannot thereby 
make my eternal misery more certain than God made 
it from all eternity by his own decree, according to 
|your preaching. You may think that 1 reason wrong, 
as you never pretend that virtue, morality, and religion 
have an eficct to serve our eternal misery. Then | 
would ask what benefit they areto yoursubject? Will 
you say that they are necessary in order to pre- 
vent our eternal torment? Then, Rev. Sirs, they are 
all designed to frustrate the decree of God! Is this 
then the morality, the virtue, and the religion which 
you wish to promote, even to prevent the decree of 
heaven? The subject is perfectly plain; if our heav- 
enly Father has decreed our endless misery and we un- 
dertake to be virtuous, moral, and even religious with 
a hope, thereby to avoid this misery, all we do is rank 
impiety, and is designed to frustrate the designs of 
heaven! But after all, Rev. Sirs, you will not allow 
that any of the decrees of God can be averted ; there- 
fore what relation has this doctrine to our morals ? 

I have a large family of children round me, who are 
all dear to my heart, and I wish te bring them up in the 
love of the truth. Now will it do them any material 
good if I endeavour to distill into their minds your doc- 
tripe, and tell them that our beavenly Father has, from 





' that though she was a member of our family, and ee family to a state of endless misery ? 
ed as a child, from the age of seven years to the time ‘ly to love God and take a pleasure in learning and o 
of her death, we never heard a syllable of her believing ; beying his commandments, in consequence of believfhg 


‘my children to love their heavenly Father ? 





een the professed end you | 
eths J not assent. 


all eternity, predestinated a large app of the human 
Will they be like- 


this doctrine? Will their thoughts of God, when they 
retire to rest, and when, according to my aavies, they 
say their prayers, be 
their tender hearts by believing that it js probable that 
some er all of them are doomed to endless woe? Shall 
I call my children round me, and when their innocent 
eyes are directed towards me with anxious expectation, 
inform them that I am about to give them such instruc- 


rendered sweet and charming to 


| tions as I deem necessary to promote their felicity and 


happiness, and to induce them to love and obey God, 
and to practice every moral virtue ; and then shall I 


'proceed to inform them, that the Creator of all things, 


the ruler and governor of all worlds, has decreed the 
eternal torment of a large portion of mankind, and that 
it is probable that some or all of them will share this 
dreadful fate? Will you, Rev. Sirs, be so good as to 
point out to me how such doctrine can possibly cause 
Will you 
endeavour to show me why I] should love my God my- 
self because he has thus decreed the misery of his crea- 
tures? OrwhyI should the more, on this account, 
‘obey his commandments? Ii I cannot find that 
such doctrine tends to produce good effects in me, I 
cannot believe that it will produce any moral benefit 
to my children. A PARENT. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
anne 
When ye have done all say, we are unprofitable servants. 
Mr. Epitrorn,—We had supposed that what we had 
said on page 52, respecting Psalm xlix. 8, would have 
compelled every unprejudiced mind to embrace our 


‘views on account of the plainness of the passage which 
seemed to need no comment to render its meaning ob- 


vious. It will be seen by attending to that communi- 
cation that we first noticed the text, and afterwards ob- 
jected to some of ** Cxecin’s’’ ideas, to which we did 
These ideas formed the basis of our con- 
troversy ; and, though they did not embrace the prime 
meaning of the Psalmist were necessary to be understood 
in order to a perfect understanding of the passage. The 
word sour is used Gen. xlvi. 26, to mean body or per- 
son; in Psalm xlix. 8, it means life, (and so Clark has 
rendered it;) in Matt. xxvi. 38, it means the mind; 
and in Revelation v. 9, it means the spirit of the 
martyrs revived in the reformers. To these meanings 
common opinion adds a fifth, and asserts that the soul 
never dies, but can or does exist between death and 
resurrection ; this has often been called in question. 

To ascertain the meaning of the word redemption the 
reader is referred to the word redeem in verse 7,as de- 
termined in its meaning by its connection with ver. 9. 
** None can by any means redeem his brother nor give 
to God aransom for him; that he should sézil live for- 
ever, and not see corruption.” None but God who 
gives, can save life. Whatever wealth may do it can- 
not purchase its continuation. How precious then is 
life to those who trust in their wealth and boast of their 
riches? Precious because it ceaseth forever; and for 
this reason Job said, “all that a man hath will he give 
for his life.’ Whoever believes that flesh and blood 
will have no part with usin future life, will readily ad- 
mit that when we die our mortal life absolutely ceaseth 
forever. 

We object to ‘* Cavnovn’s”’ interpretation, because 
it makes redemption in ver. 8, to mean something quite 
different from redeem in ver. 7. We can see no more 
reason for applying this word to the man Christ Jesus, 
than the same word in Gen. xlviii. 16, where Jacob 


'speaks of past redemption personally experienced. 


It often occurs in almost any work that the same 
word is used differently ; but this occasions no difficul- 
ty in any other book except the Bible; the reason is 





p too obvious to be mentioned 
ZUISTA. 
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EDITOR'S CORRESPONDENCE, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 102, 
New Hartrorpn, Apnit 10, 1820. 
Dear Srr,—Your kind answer to my letter was re- 
ceived early in January, for which | beg you will receive 
my grateful acknowledgements. 
that in my former letter I failed to express myself with 
sufficient clearness, which from your observations I am 
induced to think I did not,—at least in one particular. 


You seem to argue on the supposition that this second | 


death in my view Is anevent, which awaits apostates in 
a future world, This is by no means the ease. I have 
not the temerity to fix the time of that event, as I have 
no recollection of any scripture, which particularly 
In my letter, | observed that 
a second death implied a first, and designed to be un- 
derstood as inferring a connexion between them. For 
jt appears obvious, that a second death could not take 
place without a first, and from the language of St, John 
it seems difficult to suppose any less aflinity between 
them, than that of cause and effect. Rev. xx. 5, ** But 
the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished.” Ver. 12, ** And I saw the dead 
small and great stand before God, and the books were 
opened, and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life, and the dead were judged out of the things 
which were written in the books, &c.”» Now what is 
the consequence of being judged out of the things 
which were written in the books? Ans, Those whose 
names were not written in the book of life ** were cast 
into the lake of fire.’ Whose names were not in the 
book of life? Rev. iii. 1, ** Thou hast a name that 
thou livest and art dead.”? Ver. 5, ** He that over- 
cometh the same shall be clothed in white raiment, and 
I will nof blot out his name, out of the book of life.”— 
From which it appears that none of the dead had their 
names in the book of life—all the dead then, were cast 
into the lake of fire, which is the second death. 

Who then were the dead? Ans. Those, who wor- 
shipped the beast and his image, and who had received 
his mark in their foreheads or in their hands—those 
that had not overcome and who had defiled their gar- 
ments. Now those who had defiled their garments, 
and those who worshipped the beast, are not, to my 
recollection, any where said to be under the power of 
the second death, but only simply to be dead. And 
while it is conceded that the ‘hus dead, the worshippers 
of the beast, ** have no rest day nor night,’ it is con- 
ceived that this, having *‘no rest”? is a very different 
punishment or anguish, from that, which shall wring the 
hearts of the kings and merchants of the earth,and every 
shipmaster and all the company in ships,when they shall 
stand afar off, weeping and wailing, and c-ying alas* 
alas! that great city—Rev. xviii. For instance, a man 
has a broken bone, no one disputes its being painful, 
neither is it questioned but that setting this bone, will 
for a time very sensibly enhance the pain, but at the 
same time it will be admitted, that it is necessary to 
the soundness, and for the good of the sufferer. 

By the broken bone, I repres nt the church in Sardis, 
and all other worshippers of the beast; and by selling 
the bone, the second death, which, while the sufferings 
are increased for atime, certainly put an end to, or 
kill the pains of the death of apostacy. Thus after the 
dead small and great were cast into the lake of fire, we 
are informed Rev. xxi. that ‘*there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain,” and that ** God shall wipe all] tears 
from their eyes.” 

Frequently, Dear Sir, do I fancy that I see persons 
under the soul-afllictive power of the second death, 
when having been pained by a weight of corruption and 
error, and blinded to the excellencies of the true sal- 


authorises me so to do. 


1 very much regret | 
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vation, they are brought to view their error, to see their 
creed-made fabric crumble into dust, and their systen 
swept with the besom of destruction. Yet how happy 
was the effect—they.passed from delusion to truth, fron: 
darkness to light, and from death and misery to life and 
joy, and the emancipated soul, spoke the praises-and 
sung the triumphs of the Redeenrer. 

Thus you will perceive, that I neither expect by the 
passing away of the first heaven and earth, the actual 
vitrification of the literal universe, nor look for any 
other new heaven and earth, than that of a new and 


| more perfect moral dispensation, i.e. a complete reno- 


vation of the hearts of men by a revival of the spirit of 
the gospel. And that whenever the worshippers of 
antichrist, are turned from apostacy to the true gospel, 
they have suffered “their part” in the lake of fire, the 
second death. 

Your observations on the new heaven and earth, ap- 
pear founded on the supposition, that 1 would transfer 


| the second death to a future state, and are so perfectly 


convincing, that had I before entertained any doubts 
on either of these subjects I am confident they would 
have been removed. The only point in which I find I 
must dissent from your opinion, is that of applymg the 
second death to the apostacy, the propriety of which ] 
have never yet discovered. My opinion and reasons 
for it, above given, are humbly submitted to your ex- 
amination ; if that opinion is incorrect and the reasons 
for it insufficient, I shall be extremely happy in re- 
ceiving those that are better. 

The difficulties attending an investigation of the apoc- 
alypse so interestingly suggested by yourself, have been 
in some decree appreciated. It was from that consid- 
eration, that I] wished the assistance of one, whose 
known powers of mind, and patient investigation of the 
sacred oracles, justified the hope, that truth might be 
elicited, and error if entertained might be exploded and 
done away. 

I will hope for a reply—and believe me your obliged 
and affectionate servant in thé-gospel. 

STEPHEN R. SMITH. 





REPLY. 
Boston, May 2, 1820. 

Dear Srr—I find by examining your last, that I 
was not so careful in my former reply as I ought to 
have been. For although I directed the most of my 
arguments, in that communication, to disprove the 
common error of carrying the second death into a 
future state of our existence, I did not so construe 
your letter as to involve you in this use of the second 
death. By this statement you will be satisfied, that I 
did not misunderstand you, in the case to which you 
allude in your last, and regret that you failed to ex- 
press yourself with sufficient clearness. 

It appears to me that there is, at most, but a small 
difference in our viéws on the subject of our present in- 
quiries. I have understood the second death to mean 
the apostacy or falling away from the true faith and 
spirit of the gospel, amd you understand it to mean that 
work or process by which the apostatized are recover- 
ed from apostacy. Or, to use your very plain meta- 
phor, I have thought that the second death was the un- 
happy, painful, broken bone, but you think it means 
the distress and pain of having it set and made whole 
again. 

You seem to think that the punishment which the 
worshippers of the beast endure is not the second 
death; but that the second death is the anguish which 
they will endure by being brought out of their delusions 
into the truth. It however strikes my mind, that this 
misery of the worshippers of the beast is the same which 
elsewhere is called the second death. 

See the passage in Revelation 14, “And the third 
angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, if any 


mark in his. forehead or in his hand, the same shall 
drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured 











out without mixture into the ¢up of his indignation: 


man worship the beast and his image, and receive his | 
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and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in 
the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of . 
the lamb: And the smoke of their torment ascendeth 
up for ever and ever ; and they have no rest day nor 
night who worship the heast and his image, and whoso- 
ever receiveth the mark of his name.’’? Here observe, 
the worshippers of the beast are tormented with fire 
and brimstone, at the very time they worship the beast. 
Now look at chapter 20, ‘* And death and hell were 
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
And whatsoever was not found written in the book of 
life, was cast into the lake of fire.” ‘Though the word 
brimstone is not used in this passage, I cannot doubt 
but it means the same as where the words fire and brim- 
stone are used in the 14th chapter, and J think that the 
following in the 2ist chapter fully confirms my opin- 
ion. See the 8th verse, ** But the fearful, and the un- 
believing, and the abominable, and murderers, and 
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all li- 
ars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone; which is the second death.” 
It certainly appears to me, that this fire and brimstone, 
which is here called the second death, and the fire and 
brimstone mentioned in chapter 14th mean the same 
thing. If you should see cause to agree with me in 
this view of those several passages, then I am persuad- 
ed that you will perceive that the small point in which 
we seem to differ, may, on your part, either be recind- 
ed, or we may, perhaps, agree that both our views may 
be embraced in the true sense of the scriptures on this 
subject of the second death. Indeed, I do not see why 
both our particular views are not necessary embraced 
in the true sense of the second death. ‘This torment, 
which the worshippers of the beast endure is designed, 
no doubt, for the purpose of working a reformation ; 
and if so, why does it not answer to your simile of set- 
ting the broken bone? But after all, dear brother, does 
not the language of scripture on our subject more par- 
ticularly regard the miseries of sin, than the deliver- 
ance from sin? ‘He that overcometh shal] not be 
hurt of the second death.” It does not seem quite as 
natural to speak of the cure of a disorder by way of 
warning one against it, as to speak of the pain of the 
disorder itself. Yet, perhaps, in a moral or religious 
sense, the pain of the disorder may be necessary to ef- 
fect acure. We read in the 9th Psalm, ** The wicked 
shall be turned into hell.” Now this is the natural 
consequence of wickedness, it always turns its agent 
into trouble. ‘* There is no peace, saith my God, to 
the wicked.” All this we knew both by observation 
and experience. And the infelicities of sin are con- 
stantly held up as a terror to dissuade us from the cem- 
mission of sin; and yet those very infelicities, this tor- 
ment which sin produces is all necessary in order to 
produce a reformation. The extreme poverty and dis- 
tress to which the prodigal son was reduced, were the 
natural consequences of his folly and prodigality, and 
yet this poverty and distress were useful in bringing 
him to himself, and in leading him to repentance, not 
to be repented of. 

Notwithstanding you do not feel authorized to fix the. 
time of the second death, yet if my reasoning be allow- 
ed on this subject, it seems safe to conclude that the 
second death belongs to the time of the forty and two 
months. the duration of the beast. And I notice that 
you intimate that you have seen the operations of the 
second death, in those who “ having been pained with 
a weight of corruption and error, &c. brought to see 
their error, &c.’? This seems like fixing the time of 
the second death, to the time in which we live, to 
which J make no objections.. Yours Affectionately, 

HOSEA BALLOU, 
Rev. SterHen R, Smita. 
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MARRIED, 
In this town, by the Rev. Dr. Freeman, Mr, Richard 
B. Hewes to Mrs. Mary Bower. 
By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Charles. N, Chandler. to 
Mise Thankful Sampsen.. Mr,. Jeha Stoddard: to, Mis. 
Lucinda Alden. 
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REFLECTIONS 
OVER THE GRAVE OF AN INFANT. 
REST, lovely babe, in this thy silent bed, 
Trouble cannot disturb the silent dead ; 
From sin and pain you have obtain’d release, 
To rest in mansions of eternal peace. 


Rest, lovely babe, no trouble, cares, nor woes, 
Nor grief, nor pain, your infant bosom knows ; 
Jesus, the Saviour, bought you with his blood, 
Then conquer’d death and seal'd the purchase good. 


Ere sin had soil’d the infant spirits bloom, 
Relentless death had pass’d his cruel doom ; 

Ere grief had caus'd those precious eyes to weep, 
They were forever clos’d in endless sleep. 


Go trace the world from north to south, and scan 
The mausolea of departed men ; 

Where will you find such purity as this, 

Such beauty, virtue, innocence and peace ? 


Do you suppose that this immortal soul 

In endless torment will forever roll? 

Dispel such thoughts, bid them disturb no more, 
The spirit rests on Zion’s happy shore. 


Glory to God, for Jesus died to lead 
The whole creation to their ancient Head ; 
He died for all, for all the hnman race, 


To plant a smile of joy on ev’ry face. W. 


SS 
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SABBATH MORNING. 


HAIL to the placid, venerable morn ;° 
That slowy wakes while all the fields are still ; 
A pensive calm on every breeze is borne, 
A graver murmer gurgles from the rill, 
And echo answers softer from the hill ; 
While softer sings the linnet from the thorn, 
The sky-lark warbles in a tone less shrill. 
Hail, Light serene! hail, holy Sabbath-morn! 


The gales, that lately sigh’d along the grove, 
Have hush’d their downy wings in dead repose ; 
The rooks float silent by, in airy drove ; 
The sun, a mild, but solemn, lustre throws ; 
The clouds, that hover’d slow, forget to move.— 
Thus smil’d the day, when the first morn arose. 
{Dr. Leyden. 
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LOVE DIVINE, 


NATURE through all her works doth praise 
Him who form’d this wond’rous ball ; 
Loud each part doth anthems raise, 
‘To thy name—Great All in All! 
Man alone can sleep supine, 
Midst the marks of love Divine. 


Morning, clad in blue ey’d beams, 
Wakes each songster on the spray ; 
Man, for whom such goodness streams, 
‘Man, more negligent than they, 

On his pillow doth recline, 

Careless about love Divine. 


While the sun bis daily round 
Through empyreal tracts performs? 
Man, Nature’s priest, akin is found 
To dust—to insects—and to worms ; 
Man alone doth praise decline, 
Fayour’d child of love Divine. 


‘Tthe 24th of Matt. 
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Mercy in a flowing tide 

Waits to wash his guilt away ; 

Jesus is bis faithful kind; 

Calling, ** sinners, I'm the way— 
The truth—the life’’—all that are mine 
Shall taste the joys of love Divine. 


Hear him mortals! hark! his voice 
Bids your drowsy souls awake ; 
Lo—he calls you to rejoice, 
And of heavenly bliss partake ; 
Bids thee make hia: wholly thine ; 
Surely this is love Divine. 


Let the world forego its hold, 

Quit its unsubstantial joys ; 

Sell not mental peace tor gold, 

Never pant for childish toys. 
When thy God—thy Saviour ’s thine, 
Nothing equals love Divine. 





A REFLECTION AT SEA. 
SEE how, beneath the moonbeam’s smile, 
Yon little billow heaves its breast, 
And foams and sparkles, for a while, 
And murmuring then subsides to rest. 


Thus MAN, the sport of life and care, 
Rises on time’s eventful sea ; 

And, having swell’d a moment there, 
Thus melts into eternity! 
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Dialogue between a Universalist and a Limisarian. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 180. 
Lim. My dear friend, I have carefully examined 


what you have offered on the passage in the 5th of 


John, which, in connection with the words of Christ to 
the Sadducees, on the subject of the resurrection, form- 
ed some difficulty in my mind. I have likewise com- 
plied with your request, and have compared Daniel xii. 
1, 2, with Matt. xxiv. 21 and its connexion, and | must 
say that the construction you have put on the text in 
question seems to be justified by those passages. It 
seems about certain that the time to which Daniel's 
prophecy alluded was the same of which Jesus spake in 
Daniel says; ** And there shall be 
a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a 
nation even to that same time ;”” and Jesus says; ** Fer 
then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever 
shall be.” And as there can be no doubt that 
Jesus alluded to the time of the destruction of Jerusa 

lem by the Romans, so it is reasonable to apply the 
prophesy of Daniel to the same event. Being clear 
thus far, we are necessarily led to apply the following 
words of the prophet figuratively ; ** and many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting con- 
tempt.’ It seems evident that what the prophet here 
means must be the same of which Jesus spake when he 
said ; ** All that are in the graves shall hear his voice 
and shall come forth, they that have done good to the 
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil to the 
resurrection of damnation.”» ‘Ihe distinction which 
was made between those who believed in Jesus among 
the Jews, and those who rejected him and his doctrine, 
und who persecuted his apostles and disciples, in the 
days of vengeance on Jerusalem, seems to be the sub- 
ject of both this passage in the 5th of John and the 12th 
of Daniel. 

Uni. | am very happy, dear sir, that you have suc- 
ceeded in bringing those severa] passages into such an 
arrangement as to see their harmony, and of course to 
free your mind from the embarrassment produced by a 
seeming contradiction in the words of the Saviour. I 
may now presume that you see the necessity of making 





a careful distinction between sayings which were iatend. 
ed to be understood figuratively, and such as were evi- 
dently spoken in a plain and literal sense. 


Lim. | am thoroughly convinced, that in general 
this distinction has not been sufficiently attended to ig 
the reading of the scriptures, especially the sayings of 
I have been led to notice that almost all 
the sayings of Christ, which are usually applied to prove 
a state of endless misery, are found among his parables, 
These parables, which were introduced into his dis- 
courses, for the purpose of illustrating the several parts 
of his subjects, and which naturally apply to events 
which were then about to take place, and which did 
soon come to pass, f find are made use of to prove a 
state of endless misery, AndI must acknowledge that 
the evidence which is relied on to prove that dreadful 
doctrine,appears to me vastly less than it formerly did ; 
and in fact quite insufficient to support the ponderous 
weight which is laid upon it. But not to lose sight of 
our subject, | have a desire to extend the query still 
further respecting the moral state of man in the future 
As the Saviour in his refutation of the doctrine 
of the Sadducees, gave no intimation that any would 
rise from the dead to any other state than a glorious im- 
mortality, 1 would ask if this appears consistent with 
other testimony on the same subject? 


our Saviour. 


world. 


Uni. As we have already agreed, that the plain lit- 
eral sense of scripture is the only safe guide in the pre- 
sent inquiry, 1 will proceed to consider the testimony 
of St. Paul on the subject of the resurrection, recorded 
1 Cor. xv. 20—22, ** But now is Christ risen from the 
dead and become the first fruits of them that slept.— 
For since by man came death, by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shal] all be made alive.”? These words 
seem to have been designed to set up certain principles 
and factsas the foundation of a superstructure. You 
will observe that the apostle makes no sort of distine- 
tion between different classes of men. He says that 
Christ in his resurrection is the first fruits of them that 
slept; evidently including all that slept. In his epis- 
tle to the Romans, chap. 11th, this same author says; 
“If the first fruits be holy, the lump is also holy.””— 
And this is evidently his meaning in this place. HK 
Christ is the first fruits of all men, in bis resurrection, 
and if, as the apostle here says, all who die in Adam are 
to be made alive in Christ, it appears perfectly clear, 
that in the resurrection, all mien are in the same state 
of moral holiness with Christ bimself; any thing short 
of this idea certainly comes short of the apostle’s mean- 
ing, when he says ; ** Now is Christ risen from the dead 
and become the first fruits of them that slept. For 
since by man came death, by man also came the resur- 
rection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even se 
in Christ shall all be made alive.” 

Lim. | cannot say that you have not stated the a- 
postle’s argument fairly, and according to the plainest 
sense of his words, but there seems to be no small diffi- 
culty in admitting t .at all men, however different their 
characters are in this world, will be raised inte the same 
state, and all be alike holy in the resurrection; but I 
am not certain that there is any real difficulty in this 
thing more than what has its origin in tradition. We 
have been traditionated to believe that in a future state 
our condition would vary according as our conduct va- 
ries here in this mortal ste. But whether this be ful- 
ly supported by the divine testimony may be a ques- 
tion; | have understood, however, that Universalists 
hold that this will be the case for a season, and that the 
wicked will be punished, and the righteous rewarded ; 
after which there will be a restoration of all to holiness 


and happiness. 
TO BE CONTINUED, 
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